
 

 

October 2025 Newsletter 
 

Rutland Elementary 
620 Webster Rd, Kelowna, BC, 250-870-5126, www.rle.sd23.bc.ca 

Dates to know in October: 

 

 
2 Parent Teacher 

Conferences – Early 

Dismissal 12:30pm 

 

3 Parent Teacher 

Conferences – Early 

Dismissal 12:30pm 

 

5 World Teacher Day 

   9 Terry Fox Run 

10 Implementation Day  

No School  

 

13 Thanksgiving 

No School 

 

17 Photo Retakes 

Kel Flight Museum/Mill 

Creek Field Trip – 

Dietzel/Donkin 

 

20 Diwali 

PAC Meeting 7pm 

 

24 Pro Day - No School 

 

29 Halloween Dance  

6-8pm 

 

  30 McMillan Farms Field 

Trip - Melia/ 

Vecchio/Sadi 

 

31 Kindergarten Field Trip 

to Clubhouse Farms 

 

 

Principal's Message: 

Dear Parents, 

We are thrilled to share that the school year is off to a smooth 

and positive start. September was filled with energy, 

connection, and meaningful learning experiences for our 

students and staff. 

 

We launched the year with a high-energy assembly featuring a 

Minute to Win It game show-style competition between students 

and teaching staff. Laughter, teamwork, and friendly rivalry 

filled the gym as families joined us for our Open House. Thank 

you to everyone who attended and helped make it a 

memorable evening. 

 

This month, our Grade 5 students stepped into leadership roles 

as Safety Patrollers. After learning from our district’s safety 

instructor in a classroom session, they practiced their skills on the 

street. These Roadrunners are showing care and responsibility 

for our school community. Thank you, Safety Patrollers! 

 

During the last week of September, classes engaged in learning 

and reflection to honor First Nations, Inuit, and Métis Peoples, 

and to recognize the ongoing effects of residential schools. Our 

culminating assembly featured a personal land 

acknowledgement by Indigenous students and a heartfelt story: 

Every Child Matters by Phyllis Jack Webstad. Thank you to all 

students who wore orange in support of Orange Shirt Day. 

 

The Rutland Roadrunners will host our annual Terry Fox Run on 

October 9. Students are encouraged to raise funds for cancer 

research in the coming week. Let’s keep Terry’s legacy alive 

and strong! 

 

We are looking forward to welcoming families into our building 

once again for Parent/Teacher Conferences. These meetings 

are a valuable opportunity to connect and support your child’s 

learning journey. We're excited for all that lies ahead and 

grateful for your continued support. Here's to a fantastic school 

year! 

 

Mark Watson, Principal    Rochelle Popoff, Vice-Principal 

http://www.rle.sd23.bc.ca/


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Cold and Flu Season 
One of the most important ways to prevent the spread of cold germs is to wash your hands! Thank 

you in advance for using the Safe Arrival School Messenger system. Using this system saves our 

clerical staff valuable time. 

http://www.sd23.bc.ca/schoolmessenger/Pages/default.aspx#/= 

 

Allergy Awareness 
Children in our care have life-threatening food allergies. For these children, smelling, eating or 

touching allergy-causing food can trigger a life-threatening allergic reaction (also known as 

anaphylaxis). If not treated, it could lead to collapse and death. Some anaphylactic reactions can 

occur within seconds or minutes of contact with the allergy-causing food. Other reactions may take 

an hour or longer to appear. The only way to prevent this type of reaction is to avoid contact with 

allergy-causing foods. 

Rutland Elementary has a school-wide awareness policy on peanuts and tree nuts. Parents are 

asked to carefully read product labels prior to sending any foods to school to ensure they do not 

contain peanuts and/or nuts within the ingredients list. Teachers may send home a letter outlining 

the specific nature of the allergy in your child's classroom. Also, please remind your children not to 

share their lunches. 

As adorable and fun as dogs can be, unfortunately all dogs, even on leash, are prohibited from 

school property by the City of Kelowna bylaw. This also includes tying your dog to the fence and 

leaving the animal unattended. Owners that violate the bylaw may be fined $100 by the Regional 

District of Kelowna. If you are walking to meet your child and you have a dog with you, please plan 

to meet your child off school property. Thank you to those parents who have been waiting with the 

four-legged family member just outside the property. We appreciate everyone's cooperation. 

 

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 
September 30th was marked as a statutory holiday - the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. 

 

For many years, this day has been commemorated as Orange Shirt Day, based on the story of 

residential school survivor Phyllis Webstad, who as a child, had her new favorite orange shirt stripped 

from her on her first day of attending residential school. 

This new national holiday brings people together in the spirit of reconciliation to honor residential 

school survivors and their families.  

 

Photos 

Learn to Ride Bike Program  

SCHOOL FEES 

School fees are $50 per student. We encourage you to use our online payment system!  

There is a link on our website https://www.schoolcashonline.com/ All school fees are 

due now.   

http://www.sd23.bc.ca/schoolmessenger/Pages/default.aspx#/
https://www.orangeshirtday.org/phyllis-story.html
https://www.orangeshirtday.org/phyllis-story.html
https://www.schoolcashonline.com/


 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Orange Shirt Day 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 


