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May 2025 Newsletter 
 

Rutland Elementary 
620 Webster Rd, Kelowna, BC, 250-870-5126, www.rle.sd23.bc.ca 

 
Principal's Message: 

 
Dear Parents, 

After what seems like a long winter, it is great to finally see the Spring 

weather arrive. We have had a fun-filled April with numerous events 

and learning experiences for the children, including our Earth Day 

celebration and the Early Learning for Families event. Our cross-country 

team has also started their practice sessions. As a reminder, it is not 

uncommon for rain showers to quickly roll in, so please ensure your 

children are dressed for all types of weather. 

Ms. Schilter and her grade 3 to 5 students have been working hard 

preparing for this year's Spring concert. The teachers whose classes will 

be performing are Miss Ross, Ms. Wells, Ms. Koziol, Mrs. Semsch, Mrs. 

Keating, Ms. Donkin, and Mr. Fitzgerald. The concert is scheduled for 

May 9th at 12:30 PM in our school gym. We hope to see you there! 

Our intermediate students have been practicing almost daily during 

the month of April for our track meet at the Apple Bowl on May 16th. 

This all-day event is very popular with our students, and we look forward 

to a day of fun and competition. 

In appreciation of the support we receive from the PAC and parents, 

we invite you all to join us for a drive-through breakfast on Wednesday, 

May 29th, between 8:00-8:30 AM. Breakfast items will include 

coffee/tea and a muffin—quick and easy for folks on the go! 

Thank you for your continued support and involvement in our school 

community. 

Mark Watson, Principal    Rochelle Popoff, Vice-Principal 

 

Dates to know in May 
 

May 1 Happy Hooves Field Trip – 
McDonnell/Whitehead 

 
May 2 OK Gymnastics Centre – 

Huntley/Vargo 
 
May 6 Happy Hooves Field Trip – 

Huntley/Vargo/Kies 
 
May 7 YMCA – Cowell/Wilkison 
 YMCA – Donkin/Ross/ 

Whitehead 
 Happy Hooves Field Trip – 

Vecchio/Dietzel 
 Cross Country Races – Mission 

Creek Park 2:45 
 
May 8 Happy Hooves Field Trip – 

Ross/Donkin 
 PAC Meeting 7pm 
 
May 9 Intermediate Spring Concert 9 

am 
 OK Gymnastics Centre – 

Kies/Huntley 
 
May 11 Mother's Day 
 
May 15 Beeper Bowl at Apple Bowl - 

Intermediates 
 
May 19 School Closed – Victoria Day 
 
May 20 Green Bay – Grade 5 
 

  May 29 Volunteer Drive-Thru Breakfast 
8:00-8:30am 

 
May 30 Funny Hat Day 
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Class Placement Requests for 2025-2026 
The staff puts a lot of thought and time into building balanced classrooms. This process takes 
several weeks and starts in May. Every year, we have a small number of parents wishing to make 
placement requests for their children based on specific learning concerns. If you choose to make 
a request: 

• Please use the Request Form available on our school website 
https://rle.sd23.bc.ca/documents-and-publications and submit the form electronically to 
rle@sd23.bc.ca  or to the office in person prior to May 16th. This form allows us to ensure that we 
are keeping track of the requests.  

• Please avoid requesting a specific teacher—final staff teaching assignments aren’t known until 
the fall. Requests must focus on your children’s specific learning needs and learning style. 

• Once received, we will send you a confirmation e-mail. Please understand that—due to staff 
changes, class limits & composition—we may not be able to fulfill your request. 

2025-2026 School Calendar 

Please see the attached link to our calendar dates for 2025/2026 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15d054orkx1SzeDiD69kXWSxyL3Hgps5f/view?usp=sharing 
 

Student Learning Survey (Grade 4 students and families)  

The Provincial Student Learning Survey collects valuable insights from parents, teachers, and students 
about school environment, safety, and achievement. This information helps schools plan 
improvements and provides a broader district and provincial perspective. 
Who Participates? 
• Grade 4 students 
• Their parents/guardians/caregivers 
• All school staff 
Why Participate? Your feedback is crucial for identifying strengths and areas for improvement in 
schools. 
How to Complete the Survey: 
1. Visit Student Learning Survey 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/student-learning-survey 
2. Click "Take the Survey." 
3. On the login page, select the "Parents" icon. 
4. Choose your school district and school name. 
The survey can be completed electronically and accessed on the Internet at Student Learning 
Survey. The survey is open until May 9, 2025. For questions, contact the school at 250-870-5126 
 
Going to middle school next year? 
A note from RMS: The RMS team is busy preparing for our next school year. We are excited to be 
welcoming a new crop of grade 5 students into our school. Since Spring Break, we have been 
working on the transition process. Here are a few key things to remember: 
 

• All RLE Grade 5 students are automatically enrolled at Rutland Middle School for their grade 6 

https://rle.sd23.bc.ca/documents-and-publications
mailto:rle@sd23.bc.ca
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15d054orkx1SzeDiD69kXWSxyL3Hgps5f/view?usp=sharing
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/student-learning-survey
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year. There is no need to do an online application if they are planning to attend RMS. 
• In May, staff from RMS will connect with your children at RLE  
• The RMS support team will liaise with Grade 5 teachers to learn about each child so that we 

can set them up for success in Grade 6. 
• RMS will host a Parent and Student Info Night  
• The RMS Raptor Welcome Day will take place on Wednesday, May 15, from 9 am – 12 noon. 

Lunch will be provided. 
 

Are You Moving?  
In order to make accurate plans for next year's school organization, we need your assistance in 
confirming student enrollment for September. If you know that your child will not be attending 
Rutland Elementary School next year, please let the office know. 
 
Finch Bots 
Our school used Finch robots in the month of April to teach coding and robotics. These robots help 
students learn by doing, making lessons fun and interactive. Students from all grades enjoy 
programming robots to complete different curricular tasks.  

 
Thank you PAC! 

A HUGE thank you to our PAC for the Grade 5 Community’s hoodies! 
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Track and Field 
Students have been working hard 
preparing to attend our Track and Field Day at 
the Apple Bowl. 
Who: Grade 4 and 5s 
Date: May 15, 2025 
Time: 9-2:15 
What to bring: Dress for the weather. Sunscreen, hat, light jacket. Lunch and snacks. The concession 
MIGHT be open.  
 
Earth Day 
On April 17, Rutland Elementary held a student-led assembly for Earth Day. Each class made seed 
bombs—biodegradable balls with indigenous seeds that can be planted to grow wildflower gardens. 
These seeds are native to our area, supporting local ecosystems and wildlife. 
Great job, students!  
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Photos 
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City of Kelowna Summer Camps registration opens April 24 

Get ready for an unforgettable summer with the City of Kelowna's summer camps! Whether your 
child is a budding artist, a sports enthusiast, or loves to explore, we have a variety of full and partial 

day camps available at Parkinson Recreation Centre, as well as Canyon Falls Middle School, 
Bankhead Elementary, Watson Road Elementary, and more. See the 2025 Summer Camps at-a-

glance to help plan your summer of fun. Registration opens on April 24. 

Learn more about spring programs and summer camps online now at kelowna.ca/recreation. 

 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kelowna.ca%2Fsites%2Ffiles%2F1%2Fsummer_camp_ataglance_2025.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CTara.Stewart%40sd23.bc.ca%7Ca4e5a243e1514883f2a808dd786eb93e%7Ca88c6e7e8efc4bc7956fe8170457f178%7C0%7C0%7C638799139122121668%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7%2FMsHKu6q%2FzgJgQizJ8P4AW3S%2BAEYNM9yzNrCtlHEcw%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kelowna.ca%2Fsites%2Ffiles%2F1%2Fsummer_camp_ataglance_2025.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CTara.Stewart%40sd23.bc.ca%7Ca4e5a243e1514883f2a808dd786eb93e%7Ca88c6e7e8efc4bc7956fe8170457f178%7C0%7C0%7C638799139122121668%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7%2FMsHKu6q%2FzgJgQizJ8P4AW3S%2BAEYNM9yzNrCtlHEcw%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kelowna.ca%2Fparks-recreation%2Frecreation-sport%2Frecreation-programs-registration&data=05%7C02%7CTara.Stewart%40sd23.bc.ca%7Ca4e5a243e1514883f2a808dd786eb93e%7Ca88c6e7e8efc4bc7956fe8170457f178%7C0%7C0%7C638799139122155232%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KQtI3MHalMqHmD3HA5CcfAWh8CpvLnzrLP1fWNhLG5c%3D&reserved=0
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