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January 2026 Newsletter 

 

Rutland Elementary 
 
620 Webster Rd, Kelowna, BC, 250-870-5126, www.rle.sd23.bc.ca 

 
Winter Reminders 
Parents, please discuss these with your child(ren): 

1. The "no snowball" rule is in effect. While throwing snow seems like a 
perfectly natural activity, the potential exists for injury to others. We 
continue to remind students that throwing and kicking snow may 
lead to consequences. 

2. Students should be dressed warmly so they can fully participate in 
the fresh outdoors. It is a good idea to send along some extra 
clothing during the wet/slushy season. 

3. Sledding Hill: Students may only 'slide' if they go one at a time, 
wear snow pants and do not stand up or go headfirst when sliding. 

 

Principal's Message: 
We hope you had a restful holiday season and enjoyed time with family 
and friends. As we begin 2026, we’re excited to welcome students back 
and look forward to a great year of learning together. 

Staff Update 
We’re pleased to introduce Mrs. Fugitt, who has joined our team as a 
Grade 4 teacher. She will be stepping in for Ms. Pasitney, who is 
currently on a leave of absence. 

  Mrs. Roth has returned from her maternity leave.  

Winter Concert & Intramurals 
Thank you to Ms. Schilter for organizing our Primary Winter Concert—it 
was a wonderful opportunity for students to share their learning and 
talents. We also appreciate Mr. Fitzgerald and his Grade 5 students for 
leading our intramural floor hockey program. It was a great season 
focused on teamwork and sportsmanship. Congratulations to the 
Seahawks (Primary) and the Roadrunners (Intermediate) on their 
championship wins! 

Family Feedback 

Last month we sent this link to a feedback form.  If you haven’t had a 
chance yet, please take a moment to complete it. Your input is 
important and helps us continue to grow as a school community. 

We’re looking forward to an exciting year ahead. Thank you for your 
ongoing support, and best wishes for a successful 2026! 

 

Mark Watson, Principal            Rochelle Popoff, Vice Principal  

 
 

Dates to know in January: 
 
6  Welcome Back!  
 
12 PAC Meeting 7pm 
 
22 Rotary Centre for the Arts Field 

Trip – Melia/Sadi 
 
30 Twin/Triplet Day 
 
30 Rotary Centre for the Arts Field 

Trip - Kindergarten 
 

 
February 
 5-6   Parent Conferences 
          Early dismissal 12:30 
 
13       PRO DAY No School 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdqXfGI9vPtVeLEGonRas0g9QoaTGYtj66tWTxsEtkKo-XyIQ/viewform?usp=dialog
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Student Tardiness 
Students should be arriving before the 8:30 am bell so that they are able to line up outside with their classes. 
When students are late for school, this creates a great deal of disruption in the hallways and the classrooms. 
We are asking parents to make this a priority in the New Year. 
 
Parent Teacher Conferences 
Early Dismissal Days: Thursday, February 5th, and Friday, February 6th are early dismissal days (12:30 PM) for our 
Celebration of Learning. Please send your child(ren) with a healthy snack and lunch on these days. The 
purpose of this Celebration is for you and your child to visit their classroom and share some of their learning 
highlights so far this school year. More information will follow regarding the format and how to book a time to 
visit.  
 
Food Bank Donations 
Thank you to all the families who donated to the Salvation Army. We had the Santa Bus come visit RLE and take 
the donations for us! Thanks to all the student helpers!  
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Traffic Safety 
 
We value our relationship with our neighbors and appreciate your efforts to find legal parking on Hemlock or 
Craig Road. Please keep in mind the following:  

• Encourage children to use the crosswalk and model this behavior.  
• The school parking lot is reserved for staff vehicles and school buses during school hours.  
• Respect School Zone speed limits.  
• Avoid U-turns, double parking, and blocking our neighbors' driveways.  

 
Thank you for taking the safety of our students and families seriously. Your efforts to keep our students safe on 
the streets are greatly appreciated. 
 

2026-2027 Registration 
Registration for the 2026–2027 school year opens on February 2. This applies only to incoming Kindergarten 
students and students who will be moving to a new school. Note: Our Grade 5 students will be automatically 
enrolled at Rutland Middle School, so no action is required for them. If your family is anticipating a change of 
schools, please let us know as soon as possible. This information helps us with planning for next year. More 
details are provided at the end of this newsletter.  
 
After School Activity - Mentor Readers 
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Kelowna Chiefs
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