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June 2025 Newsletter 
 

Rutland Elementary 
620 Webster Rd, Kelowna, BC, 250-870-5126, www.rle.sd23.bc.ca 

 
Principal's Message: 

We made it! 

As the new admin team, we want to extend our heartfelt thanks to 

the entire Rutland community. Your support, kindness, and 

partnership have made this year a truly memorable one. From 

welcoming us to showing up for school events, volunteering your 

time, and cheering on our students - you’ve helped create a 

strong, connected school environment that we’re proud to be part 

of. 

A big thank you to our dedicated staff for fostering such positive, 

engaging classrooms, and to our amazing PAC and hot lunch 

volunteers for going above and beyond to support our students. 

Your efforts have brought so many special opportunities to life. 

Looking ahead, Play Day is set for Friday, June 20th, featuring 

bouncy castles, snacks, and pizza for all students - courtesy of the 

PAC. Special thanks to Mrs. Huntley for organizing this exciting 

event! We’re also looking forward to our Ice Cream Social on 

Monday, June 23rd - a sweet way to celebrate the end of the 

school year together. 

We’re happy to share that Ms. Marlisa Vecchio and Mrs. Alison 

Ketesdi will be rejoining us after their maternity leaves—welcome 

back! At the same time, we bid a fond farewell to Debbie Manley, 

who is retiring after an incredible 30 years as a CEA. Thank you, 

Debbie, for your decades of care and commitment—you will be 

deeply missed. Mrs. Stewart will continue filling in for Mrs. Roth, who 

will be extending her maternity leave until January. We also 

have two temporary positions to fill over the summer, and we’ll 

keep you updated as those roles are finalized. 

As we head into the final stretch of the school year, we want to 

thank you once again for your continued support, encouragement, 

and partnership. It’s been a year of growth, connection, and 

celebration—and we couldn’t have done it without you.  

Mark Watson, Principal  

Rochelle Popoff, Vice-Principal  

  
 

  

Dates to know in June: 
June Pride Month 

 

2 Kelowna Museum/OK 

Library – Wilkison/Cowell 

 

3 Museum/OK Library – 

Donkin/Ross 

 

4 District Track & Field Meet 

 Sailing - Koziol 

 

5 Ben Lee Waterpark – 

Vecchio/Sadi/Melia 

 

6 OK Gymnastics Centre – 

Vargo/Kies 

 Sailing - Wells 

  

12 PAC meeting 7pm 

 

13 Spirit Day - Backwards Day 

 

15  Father's Day 

 

18     Knox Mountain Field Trip – 

Dietzel & Whitehead 

 

19    McCurdy Bowling – 

Donkin/Ross 

 

20     Play Day 

 Anything but a Backpack 

Spirit Day 

 

24 Ben Lee Waterpark – 

Wilkison/Cowell 

 Grade 5 Celebration  

 1-230pm in Gym 

 

25 Learning Updates go home 

 

26 Canada Spirit Day 

 -Last Day for students 

 -Goodbye Assembly 

  

27  Administrative Day- No 

school for students 
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School Fees 
Outstanding fees can be paid using our online payment program. If you haven't already done so, please take 

a few minutes now to register. This program is used at all schools in our school district, and you only must sign 

up once! This is a convenient, safe and secure way to pay your fees.  

Here is the link: https://centralokanagan.schoolcashonline.com/ 

Dogs on school grounds 
A big thank you to everyone who has been keeping their dogs off the school grounds. Students' safety is our 

top priority. We appreciate your help with this! 

 

September Start-up 

School returns Tuesday, September 2 from 8:30-11:00 and then back to 8:30-2:30 the rest of the 

week (Sept 3-5) for grades 1-5.  

 

Kindergarten gradual entry will begin Wednesday, September 3rd  until the 9th. The schedules for 

gradual entry will be emailed, mailed, and posted on our website. Kindergarten parents, if you did 

not receive your schedule, please contact us before June 21st.  

 

Apple Bowl 

Our Grade 4 and 5 students had an exciting opportunity to participate in the annual Apple Bowl 

Track and Field event! It was a fantastic day filled with energy, sportsmanship, and school spirit as 

students competed in a variety of events including sprints, relays, long jump, and more. We are so 

proud of all our athletes for their effort, enthusiasm, and positive attitudes. A big thank you to our 

staff and volunteers who helped make the day run smoothly, and to the families who came out to 

cheer from the stands—it was a true celebration of community and student achievement! 
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Green Bay 

Our Grade 5 students had an unforgettable adventure at Green Bay where they enjoyed a fun-

filled day of outdoor activities and team building. From human 

foosball and archery to swimming, kayaking, and rock climbing, the students challenged 

themselves, supported one another, and made lasting memories. Thank you to our fundraising 

committee for making this incredible experience possible—your hard work and dedication gave our 

students a day they’ll never forget! 

 

Field Trips 
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Parent Appreciation Drive Thru 
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Crazy Hat Day 

    

  

 

May Photos 
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